
 

English Heritage Tour with Jane Austen   

September 3-12, 2019

Led by Dr. David M. Shapard, European Historian and author of The Annotated 
Pride and Prejudice and other books on Jane Austen 

Edventures is pleased to announce a tour of England that departs on Tuesday, September 3 and returns Thursday, 
September 12, 2019. The tour uses the lens of one of England’s greatest writers to explore some of the finest 
examples of English heritage.  These include the gorgeous eighteenth century city of Bath as well as other historic towns 
and villages, the cathedrals and churches of traditional England, the Royal Navy, and the grand houses and gardens of the 
gentry and aristocracy.  Jane Austen knew all these places and institutions well and made them the principal settings for 
her novels, and we will follow in her footsteps to get to know them ourselves.  

The first part of our tour will be in Bath, a UNESCO world heritage site. Bath was the leading resort in England in the 
eighteenth century, and the city is still dominated by the beautiful Georgian architecture of that time. Jane Austen lived in 
Bath from 1801 to 1806 and set two of her novels, Persuasion and Northanger Abbey, there. We will see the leading 
landmarks of Bath, including the central bath complex and its Pump Room, the Assembly Rooms, and the spectacular 
Royal Crescent. All of these figure prominently in Austen's novels, and all have been beautifully preserved and look very 
much as they did two hundred years ago. We will also take a bus tour of the city, visit a grand home restored to its 
original Georgian state, and walk around its streets and squares, identifying as we do both their general historical 
significance and their pertinence to Jane Austen and her novels. Part of one day will be spent at the nearby village of 
Lacock, which has been used for numerous historic films, including the most popular version of Pride and Prejudice and 
Harry Potter films. 

For the rest of the tour we will travel to the historic town of Winchester, stopping on the way to tour the grand eighteenth 
century house and garden at Stourhead and driving by the prehistoric monument of Stonehenge. In Winchester we will 
go inside its famous cathedral, which contains Jane Austen's grave, and see the nearby house where she died. From 
Winchester we will take a day trip to Salisbury, site of another iconic cathedral as well as an eighteenth-century house 
used for another Austen adaptation. Another day trip will take us to the village of Chawton, where we will visit both the 
house where Jane Austen lived in the latter part of her life and a grand Elizabethan house owned by one of her brothers, 
and to the village of her birth, Steventon. Finally, we will go to Portsmouth, whose extensive museum of the British navy 
includes large warships from several periods. 

The trip will be led by David M. Shapard, who holds a doctorate in European history and who has written The Annotated 
Pride and Prejudice, The Annotated Persuasion, The Annotated Sense and Sensibility, The Annotated Mansfield Park, The 
Annotated Northanger Abbey, and The Annotated Emma. David has given many talks about Jane Austen and the 
historical background to her work, has led a previous tour on the theme of English Heritage and Jane Austen, and at each 
site of the tour he will provide valuable background information and relate it both to the general trends of English history 
and to Jane Austen and her novels.  
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Daily Itinerary: 

Day 1: Tuesday, September 3 Depart the USA 

As of June of 2018 it is too early to determine flight plans.  Please contact Edventures for additional information regarding 
flights.  On the registration form indicate if you are interested in a group airfare rate. 

Meals: in-flight dinner and breakfast 

Day 2: Wednesday, September 4 London to Bath 

All members of the group, whether they have just flown in or are already in England, will meet in the morning at 
Heathrow Airport. From there we will depart together to Bath. After arrival in Bath we will walk from our centrally located 
hotel to see some of the principal sites of Bath, including places connected with Jane Austen, and to give everyone a 
sense of the city.  

Overnight in Bath 
Welcome Dinner 
Lodging: Apex City of Bath Hotel http://www.apexhotels.co.uk/apex-city-of-bath-hotel.  The hotel is conveniently located 
to the center city and features a pool, sauna and workout room.  The restaurant specializes in traditional French cooking 
with a “modern British twist.”  

Day 3: Thursday, September 5 Exploration of Bath 

In the morning we will take a bus tour that will point out leading places in Bath and provide historical background for the 
city. Over the course of the day we will also visit many of these places. These include the Assembly Rooms, which were 

the main historic venue for dances and concerts and which also contain some 
of the most beautiful interior architecture in the city, and the Royal Crescent, 
a curved street with an uninterrupted row of grand Georgian houses on one 
side that is probably the most iconic site in Bath. One of these houses, #1, is 
open for tours and gives a vivid demonstration of the life of the wealthy who 
congregated in the city. We will have lunch at the Pump Room, a grand room 
where numerous people would come to drink the mineral waters coming from 
beneath the ground as well as to meet their friends and to see and be seen. 
As we visit these locations and walk the streets, David will discuss their 
history and describe the various important events in Jane Austen’s novels that 
occur at these places. 

Overnight in Bath 
Meals: Breakfast and Lunch in the Pump Room 

Day 4: Friday, September 6  Lacock and Bath 

In the morning we will take a bus to Lacock, an original medieval village 
whose current dwellings are almost all centuries old. Operated by the 
National Trust, its picturesque and historic character has made it very 
popular for movies and TV shows, including Downton Abbey, Harry Potter 
films, and more than one Austen adaptation. Everyone will be able to tour 
the village and visit its medieval abbey and grounds. In the afternoon we 
will return to Bath and stop at some important sites away from the center 
of the city. There will also be time to explore Bath on one's own, including 
its fascinating Roman baths and a modern bath fashioned after the Romans, a spa whose rooftop pool overlooks the city. 

Overnight in Bath 
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Meals: Breakfast and Lunch at the Sign of the Angel, a 15th century coaching inn complete with a babbling brook. 
 

Day 5: Saturday, September 7 Travel to Winchester 

Leaving Bath in the morning we will first stop at Stourhead, a 
magnificent country house and grounds. The house is an excellent 
example of the Palladian mansions that were the most popular style 
for country houses in the eighteenth century, and gives a sense of 
the life of the landed elite that dominated England for centuries. 
Even more significantly, Stourhead contains what is probably the 
most beautiful and the most influential of the new landscaped 
gardens, characterized by unsymmetrical layouts and prominent 
natural features, that emerged in the eighteenth century in 
England, and that would have surrounded the houses inhabited by 
Austen's wealthy characters; the Stourhead grounds include a 
prominent temple that was used for the proposal scene in the 2005 
film version of Pride and Prejudice. On the way to Winchester we will drive by Stonehenge, the most renowned prehistoric 
monument in England. 

Overnight in Winchester 
Meals: Breakfast 
Lodging: Mercure Hotel http://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-6619-mercure-winchester-wessex-hotel.   The Mercure 
Hotel is in the heart of Winchester and next door to the cathedral (the longest Gothic Cathedral in Europe) and close to all 
sights.  You can sit in the dining room with your first cup of morning coffee and gaze at the beauty of this structure, a 
testament to 10 centuries of English history. 

Day 6: Sunday, September 8  Day Trip to Chawton and Steventon 

Chawton is a modest village near Winchester where in 1809 
Jane Austen moved, with her mother and sister, to reside in a 
house owned by her brother Edward; she lived there until her 
death in 1817 and it was where she did the bulk of her novel 
writing. We will begin by a tour of Chawton House, a much 
grander house also owned by Edward (and resided in by him 
during part of the time Jane was living in Chawton). Built in 
the 1500s, it offers an excellent view of an earlier style of 
house than Stourhead, as well as further insight into the 
Austen family; it currently houses a center for the study of 
early women's writing. We will also look around its grounds, 
which exhibit several significant features of historic landscape 
gardening, and which include a church containing memorials 
to Jane's mother and sister (both buried in its graveyard). We 

will enjoy lunch at Chawton House, and then proceed to the house where Jane Austen lived. Completely intact and 
restored to its earlier appearance, including a small accompanying garden, the house is now the principal museum 
devoted to Austen; it is filled with her and her family's possessions, including the small table where she composed her 
novels. Chawton also gives a sense of the quiet and secluded atmosphere of a traditional English village (even with the 
presence now of an occasional automobile or tour bus). We will conclude the day with a visit to the even quieter and 
more isolated village of Steventon, where Jane Austen was born and lived until 25. We will see the spot where her family 
home once stood, as well as the church where her father preached and she worshiped, still looking much as it did in her 
own day.  

Overnight in Winchester 
Meals: Breakfast and Lunch 
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Day 7: Monday, September 9 Day Trip to Portsmouth 

A short ride takes us to Portsmouth, the main British naval base for 
centuries and now the site for the Historic Dockyard, an elaborate 
complex devoted to the history of the navy. First we will tour HMS 
Victory, the flagship of Admiral Nelson when he won Britain's most 
famous victory, Trafalgar, in 1805 (one of Jane Austen's brothers 
was in the fleet commanded by Nelson); the restored ship provides 
a vivid picture of life on board ship during that time. After that 
people can visit other parts of the dockyard on their own; these 
include the National Museum of the Royal Navy, a large ironclad 
ship from 1860, a boat tour of Portsmouth harbor, and the Mary 
Rose, a ship from the 1500s that has recently been excavated and 
whose contents provide a vivid picture of life then. Tour participants 
can also walk around the town or along the harbor's edge, and 
David will guide those interested to parts of the city described in Mansfield Park. Another optional extra is a visit to the 
house where Charles Dickens was born in 1812; it has information and artifacts relating to Dickens along with rooms 
showing what a middle-class home was like at the time of Austen's novels. 

Overnight in Winchester 
Meals: Breakfast 

Day 8: Tuesday, September 10 Salisbury and Winchester 

In the morning we will ride to Salisbury and take a special tour of Mompesson House, an eighteenth-century house in the 
center of town that is operated by the National Trust and that was one of the main locations for the film of Sense and 
Sensibility. After that travelers will be able to tour on their own the beautiful and historic city of Salisbury, including its 
famous cathedral. In the afternoon we will return to Winchester to look around its cathedral and to see Jane Austen's 
grave. We will supplement this by a reading from the standard funeral service of her time and by a walk to the nearby 
house where she died, accompanied by readings from Jane's final letters in Winchester and her sister's letters describing 
Jane's death and funeral. 

Overnight in Winchester 
Meals: Breakfast and Farewell Dinner 

Day 9: Wednesday, September 11 Free Day 

This day will be a free day where you can travel to London (just over an hour by train), travel elsewhere, or stay in 
Winchester, which contains several historic sites. David will be happy to provide people with advice and assistance to 
major sites in London. 

Overnight in Winchester 
Meals: Breakfast 

Day 10: Thursday, September 12 Return Home 

In the morning a bus will transport us from our hotel in Winchester to Heathrow Airport. There you will be able to catch a 
flight, or take public transport into London to begin additional touring. Those who wish to remain in Winchester and not 
take the bus will also be free to do so. 

PRICE:  The land only double occupancy cost is $3260.   
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SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  The single room supplement is $799. 

SMALL GROUP FEE:  A small group fee of $200 will be charged if the group number falls below 20. 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS:  All reservations must be completed by March 1, 2019.  After this date 
contact Edventures to determine if space returns. 

REGISTRATION DISCOUNT: Save $100 and register by November 1, 2018. 

ARE YOU WONDERING ABOUT THE WEATHER? In early September the average high in Bath is 62 F and the 
low is 52 F. 

HOW MUCH WALKING  ARE WE DOING? 

We will be touring historic areas and old cities which are devoted to remaining old, and in order to experience their 
pleasures we will be walking on uneven ground, on uneven steps and over cobblestone streets. 

THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS ARE INCLUDED IN THE COST OF THE TOUR: 

• Small group experience; 
• $100 tax deductible contribution to Saratoga Arts, Soroptimist International of Saratoga County, Academy for 

Lifelong Learning or North Country Arts; 
• Full time tour escort and guide David Shapard who will make English heritage through the lens of Jane Austen 

come alive; 
• Entrance fees for all included visits; 
• Airport/hotel group transfers; 
• Escorted sightseeing via private motor coach; 
• Gratuities to local guides and drivers; 
• Lodging for 8 nights;  
• Daily breakfast, 3 lunches and 2 dinners; 
• Pre-departure documents and meeting in Saratoga Springs; 
• $100 tax deductible charitable contribution; and 
• Memories to last a lifetime! 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  Reservations are due ASAP.  A deposit of $500 per person is due at time of registration.  It is 
anticipated that the trip will fill quickly, so early registration is encouraged. 

FINAL PAYMENT:  Invoices for final payment will be mailed to you in May of 2019. 

TRIP INSURANCE is a personal choice, but is recommended. Some purchase it through their  
AAA office, which sells Allianz.  To get the best rates, you can compare costs online through agents like 
Squaremouth.com, InsureMyTrip.com, or Totaltravelinsurance.com, which offer side-by-side comparisons. Please 
contact Edventures prior to purchasing trip insurance to assure that the trip is a “go.” 

Do you still have questions about the tour?  If so, contact Mary at Edventures 
1 (607) 387-3322 or email:  goedventures@gmail.com. 

You can also attend a trip overview that will be presented on  

Saturday, July 28 at 11:30 am at 
Saratoga Arts, 320 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 

and 
Wednesday, August 22 at 6 pm at 

Northshire Bookstore, 424 Broadway, Saratoga Springs 

WHAT IS EDVENTURES? 
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Edventures is a specialized tour firm founded in 1999 that combines travel and learning.  Its mission is to bring like-
minded travelers together with a focus on something they enjoy….on location.  It has been bringing travelers to exciting 
destinations since 1999.  We research, plan, and develop travel programs designed for specific audiences around themes 
of art and culture that include fun and discovery. 

We go behind the scenes and in depth and hire only the most knowledgeable guides in each destination.  We limit the 
size of the group (based on our experience, even restroom stops with a group of forty travelers overseas can be a half-
day experience!). Edventures designs educational background material on each destination so that travelers can prepare 
themselves for the experience and pursue individual areas of interest.  With this attention to detail and subsequent 
customer satisfaction, often more than 60 percent of travelers have gone with us previously and they tell us time and 
again how much they appreciate the Edventures formula for travel. 

This will be the third time Edventures has offered an English heritage tour through the lens of Jane Austen, each with a 
variation, and we look forward to sharing this special experience with you. 

Tour Sponsors Include: 
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CONDITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Edventures, LLC, Saratoga Arts (SA), Soroptimist International of Saratoga Co. (SISC) 

North Country Arts (NCA), and Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL)  

DEPOSITS, CANCELLATIONS, AND REFUNDS  
Payment in full is required when bookings are made less than 75 days before the departure date. Notification of cancellation must be 
made in writing, with the cancellation date being the postal service postmark date. At the time we receive your notification, the 
following charges apply: (charges are per person) 90-74 days before departure: $150 plus Edventures, LLC costs and charges by 
suppliers 75 days before departure $200 plus Edventures, LLC costs and charges by suppliers. After this point, you will be refunded 
whatever amount we can recoup from all of the suppliers who have been paid. Trip cancellation insurance is available and is 
recommended. Refunds for services that are voluntarily not used will not be made.  

TOUR AND AIR RATES  
The right is reserved to change any route or arrangements should conditions necessitate, to offer substitutes of equal value, or to 
cancel the operation of any scheduled excursion. Individual transfers for those arriving or departing independently are not included in 
the land cost unless otherwise stated. Air fares may be increased because of tariff changes or fuel surcharges. All rates quoted are 
based on current tariffs and on the current value of foreign currencies in relation to the United States dollar, and are subject to 
adjustment in the event of changes before the departing dates.  

RESPONSIBILITY  
Edventures, LLC, of Saratoga Springs, NY, SA, SISC, NCA, ALL and its agents act only as agents for the various companies whose 
facilities are made available through the program. Edventures, LLC, SA, ALL, NCA and SISC assume no responsibility or liability in 
connection with the service of any hotel, lodge, aircraft, vessel, carriage or other conveyance that is used wholly or in part in the 
performance of their duty to the passengers; neither will they be responsible for any act, error, or omission, or for any injury, loss, 
accident, delay, or irregularity that may be occasioned by reason of any defect in any vehicle or accommodations or for any reason 
whatsoever, or through the neglect or default of any company or person engaged in carrying out or performing any of the services 
involved in the tour. The right is reserved to decline or retain any person as a member of any tour at any time, in which event an 
equitable amount will be refunded. The right is reserved to cancel any tour before departure, in which case full refund will constitute 
full settlement to the participant. Although every care is taken, Edventures, LLC, SA, ALL, NCA and SISC, its agents and suppliers 
cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to baggage. It is therefore advisable to effect separate baggage insurance. Edventures, 
LLC, SA, ALL, NCA and SISC can accept no responsibility or liability for any monetary, physical, or psychological injuries of any nature 
whatever arising from or caused by acts of terrorism, civil strife and disturbances, war, insurrection, or other upheaval and unrest of 
whatever kind and nature that may occur during the tour.  
Edventures, LLC, SA, ALL, NCA and SISC, its agents and suppliers can accept no responsibility for losses or  
additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, terrorism or other 
causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates provide for arrangements only for the time 
stated. All tickets, coupons, and orders are furnished and issued subject in all respects to the foregoing and to any and all terms and 
conditions under which the means of transportation and/or other services provided thereby are offered and/or supplied. The airlines 
providing air transportation are not to be held responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time the passengers are not on 
board their aircraft or conveyances. The passage contract in use by the carriers concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole 
contract between the transportation companies and the purchaser of these tours and/or passengers.  

ASSUMPTION OF RISK  
I am aware that travel, whatever it may be and by whatever means, contains some inherent risks of injury, illness or death, which may 
be caused by forces of nature, negligence or actions of others, or other agencies. I recognize that such risks may be present at any 
time before, during and after the trip in which I am participating, arranged by Edventures, LLC, SA, ALL, NCA and SISC. I am aware 
that medical services or facilities may not be readily available or accessible during some or all of the time during which I am 
participating in the trip. I have read the schedule of activities and other information provided, and recognize and accept risks thereof. I 
understand and agree on behalf of myself, my dependents, heirs, administrators, and assigns to abide by the conditions set forth under 
the “Conditions and Responsibilities” and to release and hold harmless Edventures, LLC, SA, ALL, NCA and SISC, and any of its officers, 
employees, agents, or representatives, from any and all liability for delays, injuries, or death, or for the loss of or damage to property, 
however occurring in relation to the trip.  

SEVERABILITY  
Every provision of this document, Conditions and Responsibilities, is intended to be severable. If any term or provision hereof is illegal 
or invalid for any reason whatsoever, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this document, 
Conditions and Responsibilities.  

Edventures, LLC, P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
email: goedventures@gmail.com 
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P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866  
(607) 387-3322 

goedventures@gmail.com,        www.goedventures.com 

TOUR RESERVATION FORM 

ENGLISH HERITAGE TOUR WITH JANE AUSTEN 

SEPTEMBER 3-12, 2019 

Tour Price: Land Only $3260 per person double occupancy

Send your deposit check of $500 (sorry, no credit cards) to
Edventures, P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Names(s): EXACTLY as they appear on passports: 
1.            2.        
Address:     City:     State/Zip:    
Telephone:      Email 1:        
Email 2:   Cell phone 1:      Cell phone 2:    
Name of roommate:     

Passports must be valid for six months beyond travel dates. 
    Please provide passport information EXACTLY as it appears on passports 

Country that issued your passport:           
     
Check those that apply: 
 
____I prefer a single room for an added cost of $799. 
 
____I would like Edventures to arrange my airfare with a departure on September 3 and return on September 12.  
 
____I will make my own air reservations. 
 
____I will use the bus to and from Saratoga Springs and JFK.  (Estimated cost is $160-$180.) 

Surname Given Name(s) Title (e.g., 
Jr., I, II)

Date of Birth 
Day/mo/yr 
16/May/50

Passport No. Expiration Date 
Day/mo/yr 
15/March/22 
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If you are signing up to take the Edventures bus from Saratoga Springs or Albany to and from the airports, then list: 
  The make and model of your car          

Your license plate number            

I understand the coach to and from the airport will pick me up either at the Albany Airport or in Saratoga Springs. 
Pick me up (check one)   in Albany    in  Saratoga Springs.  

Do you have any allergies or sensitivities that we should know about?  If yes, please describe:                  
                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                        
Will you require vegetarian meals?   Yes                 No 

In the event of an emergency, please list the name, contact phone number, and email of the person you want us to 
contact: 
Name:            
Address:            
Phone: (        )                                        (         )      

Land line    Cell 
Email address:              
What is their relationship to you?                
Is it best to phone or email this person?        
To assure your space on the trip, reserve early! 

Please read the Conditions and Responsibilities page and sign below. 

We have read and agree to the Conditions and Responsibilities Policy. 

Name:        Date: _____________ 
  
Name:         Date: _____________ 

Jane Austen Tour Narrative 2019 w/photos.pages
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