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Spain: A Treasure Chest of Wonders 

From Bilbao to Madrid 
May 11-20, 2020 
 
 Spain is a treasure chest of wonders – from Madrid’s vast and majestic 
18th century Royal Palace to one of the wonders of modern architecture, Frank 
Gehry’s Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao.  Explore one of Spain’s best kept secrets 
on this trip that begins in the north where you can discover the Basque Country 
with a visit to Bilbao and the seaside town of San Sebastián. On the way south to 
Madrid revel in the vistas and vineyards of the Rioja Region and the historic city of 
Segovia with its Roman ruins and medieval old town. Then on to the bustling 
metropolis of Madrid, a destination whose storied past is as rich as its cultural 
present.  From there we will enjoy an excursion to the famed city of Toledo. A 
special bonus is an overnight in one of Spain’s paradors, a historic building 
transformed into a hotel. 
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Highlights   
 

• Enjoy Bilbao´s extraordinary contribution to modern architecture, the Guggenheim Museum and its famous 
specialty food, tapas. 

• Explore the charming port city of San Sebastián, famous for its sweeping sea front, golden beaches and pinchos, 
bite-size appetizers.  

• Savor Rioja wine at a centuries-old winery and revel in the region’s beautiful countryside. 
• In the famous Rioja wine region, sleep in an authentic parador, a historic building transformed into an elegant 

hotel. 
• Journey through time in Segovia with its Roman ruins and medieval center city; 
• Experience the timeless gems of Madrid, including its famous Golden Triangle of Art: the Prado, Thyssen 

Bornemisza and Reina Sofia Museums.  
• Spend a day in Toledo, the city of three cultures: Jewish, Muslim and Christian. 

 
Tour Leader 
 

Liz Mitchell, who has become a favorite tour leader of Edventures, will be our guide. Travelers praise her intimate 
knowledge of our destinations, the ability to supply key historical and contemporary information in a highly intelligible 
manner, her mastery of every logistical detail, and her maintenance of a calm, pleasant and cheerful manner. 
 
DAY 1:  Monday, May 11                   Travel Day 
 

Edventures will arrange group travel from the Saratoga Springs and Albany areas with arrival in Bilbao. You may also 
book air on your own. 
 
DAY 2:  Tuesday, May 12                      Arrival at Bilbao Airport  
 

Liz Mitchell will greet us at the airport and bring us to our hotel. If 
time permits, she will lead us on an introductory stroll of our 
neighborhood.  
 
Prior to our welcome dinner we will gather for  
a drink and then proceed to dinner.  
 
Meals: Breakfast on the plane, welcome  
drink and dinner 
Accommodation: Bilbao, Hotel Ercilla 
This modern, centrally located hotel offers  
easy access to area restaurants and  
important sites. http://hotelercilla.com/en 

 
 
 
 
 
DAY 3: Wednesday, May 13                 
Bilbao and the Guggenheim Museum  
 
We will begin our day with a city tour by bus 
and then visit the museum on a guided tour.  
Bilbao became one of the most interesting and 
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visited destinations in Spain after the construction of the Guggenheim Museum in 1997, which was purposely built to 
revitalize the city. And it succeeded. Designed by Canadian-American architect Frank Gehry, the building has been cited 
as one of the most important architectural monuments of the 20th century.  Its collection of modern art includes items 
rotated from the Guggenheim in NYC as well as its own permanent collection of Basque and world art and thematic 
temporary exhibits. There will be free time in the afternoon to discover the city by yourself.  
 
Activity: City tour and guided visit of the Guggenheim Museum 
Meals: Breakfast 
Accommodation: Bilbao 
 
 
DAY 4: Thursday, May 14  San Sebastián 
 
In the morning we will head north to the seaside town of San Sebastián, famous for its beaches, pinchos (the Basque 
version of tapas) and spectacular views of mountains and nature. Liz will guide us through the city and lead us to a 
funicular for a ride up to Monte Iguelido where a fabulous view of the Bay of La Concha and city awaits.  She will then 
walk us through the old city center, the prime location for enjoying lunch.  After free time for sightseeing on your own, 
the day ends at the fishing harbor with a boat ride along the coast.   

 
 

  
 
Activity: Guided city tour San Sebastián, funicular and 
boat rides 
Meals: Breakfast 
Accommodation: Bilbao 
 
DAY 5: Friday, May 15  The Rioja Region, Logroño and a Parador 
 
Today we leave Bilbao and head south toward Madrid with a stop at the old city of Logroño. Located on the pilgrimage 
route of the Camino de Santiago, it is famous for its unique style of tapas and is the capital of the Rioja region, where 
making wine dates back to the Phoenicians. Liz will guide us through the city and help us enjoy a tapas tour, which you 
can combine with your first taste of Rioja wine. 
 
After lunch we will enjoy a wine tasting at one of the famous wineries of the area whose historical buildings are as 
interesting as the wines they produce.   
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We will then proceed to our parador for 
lodging and dinner. A parador, unique to 
Spain and Portugal, is a hotel located in a 
converted historic building, often a former 
monastery or castle, and offers an excellent 
way to experience the rich history, culture 
and cuisine of Spain. According to 
Wikipedia, there are only 92 paradors in all 
of Spain.  To give you a full flavor for this 
unique cultural experience, we will have our 
lodging in one and dine in another.  Our 
parador, built in the 13th century, occupies 
a historic convent and hostel for pilgrims.  
 
 
Activity: Guided tour of Logroño, visit to wine cellar for wine tasting, and overnight in a parador 
Meals: Breakfast and dinner 
Accommodation: Parador de Santo Domingo Bernardo de Fresneda, Santo Domingo de la Calzada 
https://www.parador.es/en/paradores/parador-de-santo-domingo-bernardo-de-fresneda 
 
  
DAY 6: Saturday, May 16  On the Way to Madrid: Landscapes and Romans in Segovia  
 
Our next stop on the way to Madrid is Lerma, an impressive city built on a grand scale with the vast wealth Spain 
brought back from the New World. We will then proceed to Segovia for a lunch stop and exploration of the city’s Roman 
remains, especially its aqueduct, built at the end of the 1st century and in use until the 19th.   

With mountains as a background, a castle with multiple towers, 
soaring Roman ruins and two rivers as boundaries, Segovia is 
uniquely beautiful.  
 
Activity: Guided tours of Lerma and Segovia 
Meals: Breakfast and dinner 
Accommodation: Madrid : Hotel Catalonia Plaza Mayor is 
located in the heart of the Golden Triangle of Art, the famous 
museums of Prado, Thyssen and Reina Sophia and offers easy 
access to a wide selection of dining options.  
www.cataloniahotels.com/en/hotel/catalonia-plaza-mayor 
 
 

 
 
DAY 7: Sunday, May 17   Madrid Full Day City Tour 
 
To capture an overview of the city, Liz will lead us to the most 
iconic places of this bustling city: the famous fountains, the 
impressive parks and the old quarter of Plaza Mayor. Special 
attention will be given to a tour of the vast and lavish Royal 
Palace.  When they built their castles, eighteenth century 
monarchs sought to keep up with the Joneses when they built 
their castles, and in this case the Joneses were represented by  
Louis XIV, who had just built Versailles.  The monarchs of Spain 



 5 

created their own Baroque splendor with rooms of porcelain, superb tapestries, painted ceilings, and golden thrones.  
 
We will also visit the first of the three major art museums, the world-famous Prado.  Madrid’s art museums have long 
been a mecca for American artists who sought to improve their own paintings by studying the works of others. For 
example, John Singer Sargent and Mary Cassatt both spent hours at the Prado copying masterpieces and bringing new 
techniques to their own work. After our two-hour visit, you can linger as long as you wish since our hotel is nearby. 
 
Activity: Tour of Madrid including the Palace Royal and Prado Museum 
Meals: Breakfast 
Accommodation: Madrid 
 
DAY 8: Monday, May 18   Excursion to Toledo – The City of the Three Cultures 
 
Toledo is known as the City of Three Cultures due to the influence of Islamic, Hebrew and Christian occupants. Named a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, a few of the highlights of our walking tour will be the Jewish quarter and a synagogue, the 
Cathedral, and the church of St. Thomas, famous for El Greco’s masterpiece “The Burial of the Count of Orgaz.”  El Greco 
spent many years in Toledo and his paintings can also be seen at the Alcazar, an ancient fortress. 
 
Activity: Tour of Toledo 
Meals: Breakfast 
Accommodation: Madrid 
 
DAY 9: Tuesday, May 19  The Golden Triangle of Art and Free Afternoon 
 

Our exploration of Madrid’s art museums continues with a guided tour of the Thyssen Bornemisza Museum, famous for 
its works that illustrate the history of Western Art.  Noteworthy artists include Titian, Goya, Degas, Van Gogh, Hopper 
and Picasso.  After the tour, travelers will have free time for an optional visit to the Reina Sofia Museum, which houses 
one of the most famous works of the 20th century, Picasso’s “Guernica.” The remainder of the day is yours to enjoy 
Madrid and prepare for our farewell dinner.  
 
 
Activity: Guided visit of Thyssen Bornemisza 
Museum, optional visit to see Picasso’s 
“Guernica” and free time 
Meals: Breakfast, farewell drink at hotel and 
then dinner at local restaurant. 
Accommodation: Madrid 
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DAY 10: DEPARTURE  
After breakfast, transfer to Madrid Airport for direct flight home 
Meals: Breakfast, lunch on airplane 
 
Group Flight is in and out of Boston 
May 11 
Iberia Flight 6166 departs Logan Airport at 5:30 pm and arrives Madrid at 6:20 am the next day 
Iberia 448 departs Madrid at 7:40 am and arrives Bilboa at 8:40 am. 
May 20 
Iberia 6165 departs Madrid at 12:45 pm and arrives Logan at 2:50 pm. 
 
Trip Price:  
The land only trip price per person double room occupancy is $3399.  
The single room supplement is $725.  (This is a double room for one person.) 
The reservation deposit fee is $750. 
Small Group fee: If the group number is less than 20, there will be a $200 fee. 
Airfare is $779.   
 
Payment Schedule: 
$750 deposit due at registration 
$1000 payment due on January 6, 2020 
Balance due on February 1, 2020   
Refunds: 

• $500 of the original deposit is non-refundable. 
• If you cancel your trip on or after February 1 and up to 91 days pre-departure (February 10), Edventures will 

refund 50% of your payments excluding $500 of your deposit.   
• If you cancel 90 days or less prior to start date (February 11), you will forfeit the entire balance. 
• Up until 60 days prior to departure (March 12) you may transfer the reservation to another person. 

 
These guidelines are being put in place due to the non-refundable deposits Edventures must make to hotels, 
restaurants, coach services and other suppliers. 
 
Trip Insurance: Edventures strongly recommends that travelers purchase trip insurance. Some purchase it through their 
AAA office, which sells Allianz.  To get the best rates, you can compare costs online through agents like 
Squaremouth.com, InsureMyTrip.com, or Totaltravelinsurance.com, which offer side-by-side comparisons. Prior to 
purchasing, review the fine print to determine what is covered in your policy. Remember: trip insurance must be 
purchased prior to your final payment. Please contact Edventures prior to purchasing trip insurance to assure that the 
trip is a “go.” 
 
The following elements are included in the price of the trip: 

• Full time tour escort;  
• Professional guides who will help make the history and culture of Spain come alive;  
• Gratuities for local guides, coach drivers, tour leader; 
• Four-star lodging;  
• Daily breakfasts and 4 dinners; 
• Private motor coach transportation throughout the trip; 
• Assistive listening devices; 
• Three-day public transportation pass for Madrid; 
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• $100 tax deductible contribution to Saratoga Arts, Soroptimist International of Saratoga County, Academy for 
Lifelong Learning or North Country Arts; 

• Pre-departure documents and meeting; and 
• Memories to last a lifetime! 

 
SCHEDULE:  Reservations are due ASAP.  
 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURES: The average high in Bilbao in May is 66 F with a low of 50.  In Madrid the range is a high 
of 59 and a low of 47. 
 
Do you still have questions about the tour?  If so, contact Mary at Edventures 1 (607) 387-3322  

or email:  goedventures@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

You can also attend a trip overview that will be presented on  
Saturday, October 19, 2019 

Saratoga Arts, 320 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 
 

 
How Much Walking Are We Doing? 

 
Throughout Europe tourist buses can only drop off and pick up passengers at certain points, so often we will 
walk to and from the designated stop to get to the center of towns.  Bilboa and Madrid are flat and in cities 
like San Sebastian and Segovia where there are hills, you may choose to climb them or stay in flat areas 
where you can relax at restaurants while the group moves on.    Toledo is an old city and devoted to 
remaining old, and in order to experience their pleasures we will be walking on uneven ground, on uneven 
steps, over cobblestone streets and sometimes up and down hilly terrain.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 


